
Modern research builds on extensive scientific dialogue and advances by improving earlier work.
The Europe 2020 strategy for a smart, sustainable and inclusive economy underlines the central
role of knowledge and innovation in generating growth. Broader access to scientific publications
and data therefore helps to build on previous research results, encourage collaboration and avoid
duplication of effort, speed up innovation and involve citizens and society.

This is why the EU wants to improve access to scientific information and to boost the benefits of
public investment in research funded under Horizon 2020.

The Commission considers that there should be no need to pay for information funded from the
public purse each time it is accessed or used. Moreover, it should benefit European businesses and
the public to the full. This means making publicly-funded scientific information available online, at
no extra cost, to European researchers, innovative industries and the public, while ensuring that it
is preserved in the long term.

Under Horizon 2020, the legal basis for open access is laid down in the Framework Programme and
its Rules for Participation. You can find the Guidelines to the Rules on Open Access to Scientific
Publications and Open Access to Research Data in Horizon 2020 here .
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http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/hi/oa_pilot/h2020-hi-oa-pilot-guide_en.pdf
https://www.unil.ch/files/live/sites/openscience/files/Open%20Access/Files/Factsheet%20H2020.pdf

